[Fibro-osseous lesion of the central nervous system].
The case of a 53-year-old woman with headache and progressive right sided decline of visual acuity is reported. Computed tomography scans of the brain revealed multiple circumscribed foci of mineralization located over the left frontal and parietal, as well as the right central brain parenchyma. Surgical sampling of the left frontal lesion yielded a conglomerate composed of mineralized vessels, myriad of psammoma bodies, and metaplastic lamellar bone entangled within poorly cellular collagen fibers. No evidence was found of an underlying vascular malformation or tumor, nor was there evidence of parenchymal necrosis of infectious origin. On account of the organoid association of the mesenchymal elements and the mineralized moiety, the lesion was consistent with fibro-osseous lesion of the central nervous system. Also known as "calcifying pseudotumor" of the brain, the origin of this exceedingly rare condition is, as yet, unknown. By analogy, its pathogenesis is likely to involve mechanisms underlying tumoral calcinosis of soft tissues.